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hard hym flite with God and speke grete wurdis, flate with hym
agayn and bad hym hold his tong; and he wold not, bod evur
when he loste, blasfemyd owder1 God or our Ladie. So, as thai
satt threpand3 thus, thaim thoght thai hard a voyce above thaim
that sayd; " I hafe suffred hedur-toward3 injurie and wrong to
be done unto my selfe, bod I will nor may not suffre no langer
the injurie and wrong done unto my moder." And onone4 this
[blasphemer], as he lenyd opon the tabels, was sodanlie strekyn
with a wown5 that all men myght se, and bafid6 att his mouthe
and swelte7.
34       FAITH  AND  REASON
We have seen that Fellows and Scholars of King's College, Cambridge,
were kept in orthodoxy by a statutory oath to abjure the errors not
only of Wyclif, but also of Bp Reginald Pecock, who claimed stoutly
to be a true Catholic.   Pecock was born in Wales, became fellow of
Oriel in 1417, attracted the notice of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester,
became Bp of St Asaph in 1444 and of Chichester in 1450.   About 1449
he had published his Represser^ an elaborate criticism of the Lollards'
position in the light of reason and history, as Pecock understood them.
In this book he made concessions to reason which stirred the wrath of
the orthodox clergy.   While the storm gathered, he was writing his still
more liberal Treatise on Faith.   He was publicly accused in the Council
of Westminster towards the end of 1457, subjected to frequent examin-
ations by a commission of enquiry, and finally bidden to choose between
recantation and the stake.   " Pecock" (writes Babington in his Preface
to the Repressor^ R. S-, 1860, p. xlvi) "stood for a few moments in motion-
less silence, not knowing what to answer.    He then replied as follows:
* I am in a strait betwixt two, and hesitate in despair as to what I shall
choose.    If I defend my opinions and positions,  I must be burned
to death: if I do not, I shall be a byword and a reproach.   Yet it is
better to incur the taunts of the people, than to forsake the law of faith
and to depart after death into hell-fire and the place of torment.   I choose,
therefore, to make an abjuration, and intend for the future so to live that
no suspicion shall arise against me all the days of my life.'   He then and
there made, as a preliminary to his abjuration, a confession in presence
of the archbishop and the assembly, and retracted in general all the
heretical positions which were contained in his various books."   The
following two extracts give a fair idea of the stress which Pecock laid
upon reason, and the offence which his Represser was certain to give
among the conservative theologians of his day.
1 either.         a disputing,         * hitherto.         4 anon.         B wound.
8 barked.                                                                                                                                                                                                 7 died.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